Landforms and landscapes vary enormously across the Earth, from high mountains to endless plains. At a smaller scale, nature often surprises us by creating shapes which look improbable. Many physical landscapes are so immensely beautiful that they received the highest possible recognition-they hold the status of World Heritage Sites. Apart from often being immensely scenic, landscapes tell stories which not uncommonly can be traced back in time for tens of millions of years and include unique geological events such as meteorite impacts. In addition, many landscapes owe their appearance and harmony not solely to the natural forces. For centuries, and even millennia, they have been shaped by humans who have modified hillslopes, river courses and coastlines, and erected structures which often blend with the natural landforms to form inseparable entities.
In contrast to many other countries, Ethiopia is far less known regarding its geomorphology at the local scale and many of its regions are still terra incognita. Therefore, it was not feasible to strictly follow the format of previous volumes in the series and offer a wide range of sitespecific stories. However, I am sure the readers will value more general presentations of the geomorphic environment of Ethiopia which are not only beautifully illustrated, but also provide an updated, unique source of reference.
For me, to write the preface to the Ethiopia volume is of particular pleasure. In 2008 I was fortunate to join the IAG-organized field trip to the Ethiopian Highlands, expertly run by Paolo Billi, Franco Dramis and Giandomenico Fubelli (all involved in this volume), and became fascinated with the geomorphology of Ethiopia, which lasts until nowadays. As a little evidence of this fascination serves my own modest contribution to this volume, regarding the geomorphic scenery of Aksum. After touring the country for a week I thought I knew it reasonably well. This book in its final shape has told me how much is left to be seen.
